Rationalism and Empiricism
Instructor: Jason Sheley




Quiz/check-in

e \Where are we at with the writing assignment?
e How are the writing sessions going”

e Are you encountering any ISSues or
difficulties”



John Locke
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Methods

e Epistle: how did Locke compose the Essay?

e |ntro: what does he aim to show? How will he
show [t?



How does Locke's project
compare to Descartes' project?



What is Locke's
attitude towards
skepticism?
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What does Locke mean by his use
of the word "idea”"

How does this compare to
Descartes' use of the
term?




Does Locke subscribe to the
transparency thesis?”

ransparency thesis: the mind is aware
of any and all ideas that it has.




| ocke on Knowledge



Against Innate ldeas

| ocke thinks that there are no innate ideas.
Why does he think this®?

It Locke Is correct, what would this do to
Descartes' project?




e | ocke suggests that if there were innate
principles, we would expect to find unanimous
assent to the truth of the principles.

e But instead, we find widespread
disagreement.

e T[herefore, the ideas are not innate, but come
iINnto the mind by experience alone.



o [ ocke'sview Is actually a little more
complicated than the previous slide
suggests....
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The "Tabula Rasa’

Locke compares
the mind at birth
to a blank slate
that has not yet
recelved any
marks upon It.
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e |n chapter 2, Locke extends this reasoning to
show that practical principles are not innate,
either.

e |n chapter 3, he extends this reasoning to
show that the idea of God is not innate,

elther.



